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NBA LEGEND, BUSINESS LEADER & COMMUNITY ADVOCATE,  
EARVIN “MAGIC” JOHNSON 

NAMED OFFICIAL LOS ANGELES WORLD CUP 2026 COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR 
 

The Five-Time NBA Champion and Hall of Famer will join the Los Angeles Host Commi=ee as an Official 
Community Ambassador to help ensure FIFA World Cup 26™ leaves a lasIng impact on LA. 

 
LOS ANGELES (Oct. 9, 2025) – The Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Host Committee, led by the Los Angeles 
Sports & Entertainment Commission (LASEC), is excited to announce that one of the most influential 
figures in sports and business, Earvin “Magic” Johnson, will serve as an Official Los Angeles World Cup 
2026 Community Ambassador for this once-in-a-generation event. Los Angeles will welcome the world as 
the host of the opening U.S. Men’s National Team Match at SoFi Stadium, followed by 39 days of fan 
experiences throughout the region. 
 
After a legendary career on the basketball court, Magic became Chairman and CEO of Magic Johnson 
Enterprises, investing in underserved communities while building a portfolio that includes ownership 
stakes in the Los Angeles Dodgers, Sparks, LAFC, Team Liquid, Washington Spirit, and the record-setting 
$6.05 billion acquisition of the NFL’s Washington Commanders. A proud board member of the Los Angeles 
Dodgers Foundation, Johnson also leads ventures in infrastructure, technology and financial services, and 
in 2025 was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his extraordinary impact on and off the court. 
  
“I’m honored to serve as an Official Community Ambassador for the Los Angeles World Cup 2026,” said 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson. “I’ve lived in Los Angeles for over four decades and have seen how the power of 
sports can inspire, uplift, and unite people from all walks of life. I’m committed to supporting the Host 
Committee’s efforts to leave a lasting legacy throughout the tournament, ensuring Los Angeles shines on 
the world stage.” 
 
Magic Johnson has been a longtime advocate for underserved communities, using his platform, business 
ventures, and philanthropic efforts to drive economic empowerment, education, and health equity. As a 
respected voice in sports and business and with longstanding ties to the Los Angeles region, Johnson’s 
involvement will strengthen the Host Committee’s vision to ensure that the FIFA World Cup 26™ leaves a 
meaningful lasting legacy throughout Los Angeles and welcoming visitors from around the world.  
 
As a five-time NBA Champion with the Los Angeles Lakers and Olympic gold medalist, Magic Johnson 
understands what it takes to build a championship culture. The World Cup offers a powerful opportunity 
to bring together Los Angeles’ vibrant and diverse communities, uniting them through a shared passion 
for the global game of soccer. 



“We are excited to welcome Magic Johnson, an icon for the Los Angeles region, as an Official Los Angeles 
World Cup 2026 Community Ambassador,” said Kathryn Schloessman, President & CEO of the Los 
Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission and CEO of the Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Host 
Committee. “Magic’s legacy of excellence, both on the court and in the community, makes him a powerful 
voice for what this tournament represents, which perfectly aligns with our mission to create a World Cup 
experience that leaves a meaningful legacy for generations to come.” 
 
Johnson will serve as an Official Community Ambassador alongside Community Chairman, Snoop Dogg 
and Official Community Ambassadors, Cobi Jones and Eva Longoria. Together, these ambassadors will 
inspire the Los Angeles community to take part in this generational event and welcome the world to 
experience the very best of Los Angeles.  
 
For more on the Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Host Committee, please visit losangelesfwc26.com and 
LASEC.net.  

 
### 

 
About the Los Angeles World Cup 2026 Host Committee 
The Los Angeles World Cup Host Committee was established to deliver a premier FIFA World Cup 26™ 
experience and drive lasting social, cultural, and economic impact for the region. We serve as the liaison 
between FIFA and the Los Angeles region to harness opportunities surrounding the tournament to elevate 
our community. The Host Committee is co-chaired by LAFC Co-President Larry Freedman and former U.S. 
Men’s National Team player Chris Klein, led by the Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission 
(LASEC), and includes the Los Angeles Rams, SoFi Stadium and Hollywood Park, Los Angeles Football Club 
(LAFC), and LA Galaxy. For more information, visit losangelesfwc26.com. 
 
About the Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission 
The Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission (LASEC) is a nonprofit organization officially 
designated to attract, secure and support high-profile sports and entertainment events in Los Angeles 
and serves as the lead for the Los Angeles World Cup 2026 and Super Bowl LXI Host Committees. LASEC 
connects local businesses and communities with these major events to create lasting economic, cultural, 
and social impact for the region. For more information, visit: LASEC.net 
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